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February 2, 2021 (Pre-Agenda)
MINUTES
BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PRE-AGENDA MEETING

Both Burke County and the State of North Carolina had previously declared a state of
emergency which was ongoing as of February 2, 2021 due to the global COVID-19 pandemic.
Following the N.C. Governor’s Executive Order limiting mass gatherings and to protect the
health of all meeting participants, the Burke County Board of Commissioners met via Zoom, a
virtual meeting / teleconferencing platform with simultaneous communication. The
Commissioners, the County Manager, the County Attorney, the Clerk and County staff as well as
any citizens that joined the virtual meeting, unless noted otherwise, could hear, and see one
another for the duration of the meeting. Citizens that joined by telephone, could only hear the
meeting. The meeting was streamed live on the County’s YouTube channel, BurkeCountyNC,
and it was broadcast later on the local cable systems. During the meeting, the Clerk shared
each agenda item on her computer screen so that meeting participants could see the item
being discussed and the agenda, in its entirety, was posted to the County’s website,
www.burkenc.org, several days prior to the meeting as usual. A verbal roll call was conducted.
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:

Jeffrey C. Brittain, Chairman
Scott Mulwee, Vice Chairman
Wayne F. Abele, Sr.
Johnnie W. Carswell
Maynard M. Taylor

STAFF PRESENT:

Bryan Steen, County Manager
Scott Cook, Deputy Finance Director
J.R. Simpson, II, County Attorney
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, Clerk to the Board

STAFF ABSENT:

Margaret Pierce, Deputy County Manager/Finance Director
(Family illness)

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Brittain called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Motion: To approve the agenda.
RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] BY A VERBAL ROLL CALL VOTE
MOVER:
Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Commissioner
AYES:
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Johnnie W. Carswell, Maynard M. Taylor and
Wayne F. Abele, Sr.
PRESENTATIONS
COMM. DEV. - UPDATE ON THE FONTA FLORA STATE TRAIL
Information from the agenda packet:
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Work on the Fonta Flora State Trail in Burke County began in 2015 when Duke
Energy released funding to begin trail construction. Since that time, Burke
County has constructed over twenty (20) miles of trail, built trail heads and
constructed exciting features along the trail such as the White Creek Covered
Bridge and the Linville Access Area Boardwalk. Popularity of the trail in Burke
County has exploded in the last two years and has resulted in a steady increase
in tourism at Lake James. Moving forward, the trail will begin to make its way
from Canal Bridge, along the Catawba River, across the Linville Dam, down N.
Powerhouse Road and terminating at the end of Cobb Avenue. Thus, completing
the loop around Land James.

Scott Carpenter, Deputy County Manager/Planning Director, presented the following slides as an
update on the FFST.
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Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions and comments from the Board. In response to
an inquiry from Vice Chairman Mulwee, Mr. Carpenter spoke about expanding the Lake James
State Park Superintendent’s authority to make trail-building decisions at the Park. Commissioner
Taylor asked can Duke Energy be expected to continue being a party to the FFST. Mr.
Carpenter responded in the affirmative and said they have been wonderful to the County and
there is still approximately $500,000 in Overmountain Victory National Historic Trail money to
utilize, but there are very specific requirements for spending those funds. He noted that the
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funds could not be used on the Loop Trail around the Lake or through the State Park, but it will
be used at the Bridgewater sections along the Catawba River and as they move towards Glen
Alpine.
VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
F3ST - FRIENDS OF THE FONTA FLORA STATE TRAIL, INC. UPDATE & FUNDING
REQUEST
F3ST President, Judge Hunter, provided an update on the Friends of the Fonta Flora State Trail,
Inc. and requested funding for a part-time F3ST Executive Director.
Note: Budgetary Effect: $30,000 - funding is not included in the FY 20-21 budget. An
appropriation of General Fund, Fund Balance would be necessary to fulfill this request at this
time. The suggested motion is to table the request until the budget meeting scheduled for May
25, 2021 at 2:00 p.m.
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Judge Hunter commended Scott Carpenter, Deputy County Manager/Planning Director, and
Shane Prisby, Community Development Operations Manager, for their work on the FFST (Fonta
Flora State Trail). Regarding their funding, Judge Hunter noted that currently they have enough
money to operate until July utilizing their part-time director, Beth Heile, but will not have
enough funding after July unless they receive funding from Burke County and the City of
Morganton. Judge Hunter discussed the positive economic impact these trails will have on Burke
County. Beth Heile, F3ST Executive Director, said they are going to make a tremendous
difference across the three (3) county area (Burke, McDowell and Buncombe) and noted the
counties are all at different levels of trail development/construction. She said the F3ST could
help Burke County with trail maintenance and noted they are attempting to build their volunteer
base and should be able to work on trails during certain workdays. Ms. Heile then discussed
fundraising ideas.
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions and comments from the Board. In response to
questions from Commissioner Taylor, Judge Hunter said they would like the have the requested
$30,000 now so they can hire staff but are hoping that the County will fund them in the future.
If Burke County and the City of Morganton are unable to commit their requested funding, Judge
Hunter said, they will most likely be unable to operate. Discussion ensued regarding funding
and ways F3ST can assist Burke County. Commissioner Taylor pointed out to the rest of the
Board, referencing the F3ST letter in the agenda packet, that their first requested contribution
is needed immediately, and the Board has two (2) weeks to consider the request and should
have a decision by the regular budget meeting. Chairman Brittain requested direction on this
item and noted the Board could leave this item on as a presentation with consideration of the
funding request during the budget season or move the item to the “items for decision” portion
of the agenda. Discussion ensued and after consultation with the County Attorney, the majority
of the Board decided to leave the item on the agenda as a “presentation” item with
consideration of the funding request to occur in May.
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VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A MAJORITY CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS MOVED
TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
AYES:
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Wayne F. Abele, Sr. and Johnnie W. Carswell
NAYS:
Maynard M. Taylor
TDA - FINANCIAL UPDATE FOR THE PERIOD ENDING DEC. 31, 2020
In accordance with Session Law 2007-265, HB 78, the Tourism Dev. Authority must report
quarterly and at the close of the fiscal year to the Burke County Board of Commissioners on its
receipts and expenditures for the preceding quarter and for the year in such detail as the board
may require.
Ed Phillips, TDA Director, presented the following financial update for the period ending
December 31, 2020.

This space is intentionally left blank.
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Magazines:

Raleigh Magazine: Posted on Web and Social Media platforms promoting Winter Hiking and
other socially distanced activities in Burke County.
Charlotte Magazine: Featured an article about Winter Hikes based on information provided to
the writer by TDA staff. It was printed in their December issue.
Lake Norman Currents: Center Magazine spread of Burke winter hikes photo with TDA website.
Goal was to drive traffic to our website for more information.
Brochures:
Catawba Valley Ale Trail: Printed tri-fold brochure and marketing materials. We printed
stickers, window clings for participating breweries and coasters as well as the brochures. There
are 13 different breweries on the trail spanning the Catawba Valley Region from Old Fort to
Lake Hickory. We will do more promotions for this closer to beer month in April.
Meeting Facilities Directory: 20-page booklet about meeting facilities in Burke County. It is still
in development but is scheduled to be printed at the end of January.
Facebook Advertising:
Winter in Burke County Video: Ran from 12/1-12/8/2020, spent $150.00 reached 13,537
people, received 18,607 impressions and had 336 link clicks to our website.
New Year’s Resolutions Winter Hikes: Ran from 12/31/2020-1/14/2020 spent $108.56 reached
32,907 and received 53,566 impressions.
*As a reminder- Reach is the total number of people who see your content. Impressions are
the number of times your content is displayed, no matter if it was clicked or not. Think of reach
as the number of unique people who see your content. However, an impression means that
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content was delivered to someone's feed but not necessarily seen/clicked on.
Outside Brochure Rack: We installed weatherproof boxes outside the visitors’ center so people
can help themselves to our most popular literature 24/7, regardless of if we are open or not. It
allows us to keep our door locked during the day except for scheduled appointments so we are
able to lessen the potential exposure to COVID-19. We used local companies AppWood and
Oak Hill Iron to help create the backboard and letters respectively.

Mr. Phillips said, regarding the occupancy tax revenue, they established a budget that was 50
percent below last years budget due to the COVID-19 pandemic and in discussion with the
Finance Director and TDA Chairman, the TDA should make their budget for occupancy tax
revenue. He noted that there are signs of corporate and business travel returning and hotels
are experiencing increased business on weekends with people traveling to Burke County for
outdoor recreation. Mr. Phillips reviewed the TDA balance sheet and said they have cut back on
their spending and noted how they used grant funds for marketing initiatives. He then reviewed
the marketing projects the TDA accomplished using CARES Act funding.
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions and comments from the Board. In response to
a question from Commissioner Taylor regarding the TDA’s fund balance, Mr. Phillips said they
may not have to use the $150,000 budgeted from their fund balance because it was originally
planned for emergencies.
VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
RECESS OF MEETING
Chairman Brittain recessed the meeting for a five (5) minute break. The meeting resumed at
4:22 p.m., a verbal roll call was conducted, and all the Commissioners were present.
SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS
BDI - BUILDING REUSE GRANT FOR PROJECT PARTS AND PUBLIC HEARING - 6:00
PM
Alan Wood, BDI President & CEO, presented information regarding Project Parts as follows:
Burke Development Inc. requests the County’s support for Project Parts, a local
company, through a Building Reuse grant. Project Parts will focus on building
improvements to assist with their growth. A grant application for $130,000 is
being submitted by the City of Morganton. Burke County and the City of
Morganton will provide the 5 percent match of $6,500 or $3,250 each. Project
Parts will create 16 new jobs with the project. The jobs will meet or exceed the
average county wage and will include healthcare benefits. Furthermore, the City
of Morganton will be contracting with the WPCOG to administer the grant, if
awarded.
Budgetary Effect: The County’s portion of the local match, $3,250, was not
included in the FY 2020-21 budget. The local match funds would need to be
appropriated from Fund Balance.
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Mr. Wood said this is an existing industry that is purchasing a new facility. He said a $130,000
Building Reuse grant will be submitted by the City of Morganton and BDI is asking Burke County
to participate in the five (5) percent local match, Burke County’s portion would be $3,250. He
said the number of jobs tied to this grant is 16; however, 31 total jobs are projected to be
created with this project. These jobs will pay higher than the average County wage and will
include healthcare benefits. The City of Morganton, Mr. Wood noted, will be contracting with
the Western Piedmont Council of Governments (WPCOG) to administer the grant, if approved.
VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
CONSENT AGENDA
ASC- APPOINTMENT OF BURKE COUNTY ANIMAL CRUELTY INVESTIGATORS
Kaitlin Settlemyre, Animal Services Director, reported §19A-45 states that the BOC can
authorize one or more animal cruelty investigators to serve Burke County on an annual basis.
Animal Services is requesting the appointment of Pete Aldridge, the Animal Enforcement
Supervisor, and Elizabeth Guffey, an Animal Enforcement Officer, to serve as Animal Cruelty
Investigators for Burke County. Six (6) hours of pertinent continuing education is required
annually for reappointment. The next local training opportunity is in October and that funding
will be requested in the FY 21-22 budget.
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions and comments from the Board. Commissioner
Taylor asked if there was anyone serving as an animal cruelty investigator at this time. Ms.
Settlemyre said no. Commissioner Taylor then asked how many animal cruelty investigations
requests were received since the last quarter of 2020. Ms. Settlemyre stated they took over
animal control operations in September and since that time, the Animal Enforcement Officers
are typically called out two (2) – three (3) times a day for potential cruelty investigations/animal
welfare checks, and approximately six (6) – 10 of those have resulted in actual cruelty
investigations. Ms. Settlemyre responded to additional questions from Commissioner Taylor.
VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
BCPS - PRESENTATION OF FINANCIAL DATA FOR THE PERIOD ENDING DEC. 31,
2020
In accordance with the Memorandum of Agreement approved by the County and the Board of
Education, the Board of Education will provide to the County quarterly financial reports on the
2020-2021 budget year, showing the application of the County's local funding by the end of
each fiscal quarter. These reports will be presented to the County's Board of Commissioners in
November 2020, February 2021 and May 2021, respectively.
Keith Lawson, Burke County Public Schools Finance Officer, presented the following financial
data for the period ending December 31, 2020.
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Mr. Lawson said the reason there is an increase in State and Federal funding is due to CARES
Act money that they received. Regarding federal revenue projections, Mr. Lawson said, most of
the first round of the CARES Act funding will be spent by March 31. He said they are
approximately $350,000 behind in spending, compared to the same point last year, due to
savings associated with children not being in the classrooms. Mr. Lawson noted that they are
projecting a $500,000 - $600,000 contribution to their fund balance. On behalf of the Board of
Education and BCPS, Mr. Lawson thanked the Board and the County for purchasing hotspots for
students to engage in remote learning.
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VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
CLERK - APPOINTMENT TO BLUE RIDGE COMMUNITY ACTION
Clerk Draughn reported Seat No. 1 on the Blue Ridge Community Action Board of Directors is
vacant. An application from Michael Cloy was received to fill this vacancy. The term is for the
remainder of two (2) years ending December 15, 2022.
VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
CLERK - REAPPOINTMENT TO FOOTHILLS REGIONAL AIRPORT
Clerk Draughn reported the County appoints two (2) citizens to the Foothills Regional Airport
Authority. Dennis Pearson has occupied Seat No. 2 on the Authority since 2013 and is willing to
serve another 2-year term ending in January 2023.
VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
CM - AUTHORIZATION TO EXECUTE LON BETWEEN BURKE CO. & DEPT. OF ARMY,
CIVIL AFFAIRS BATTALION
, presented information regarding the execution of
County Manager Steen / Sgt.
the letter of notification between Burke County and the Dept. of Army
Civil Affairs Battalion
as follows:
, Army Captain, Civil Affairs,
Team Leader,
, has requested the County execute the following Letter of Notification
(LoN) for a training mission that will be conducted in Burke County later this
year. The training mission consists of:
a. Civil Engagement - These meetings will develop
ability to engage
with local officials to learn about governance threats and vulnerabilities, how
local authorities engage with vulnerable populations, and critical gaps within their
COVID-19 vaccine distribution.
b. Civil Reconnaissance - Local infrastructure assessments will develop
ability to identify vital infrastructure and assess its capacity and connection to
larger systems.
c. Human Network Analysis will use engagements and analysis to
improve its ability to trace the network of federal, state, and local organizations,
resources, and procedures in place.
will avoid the use of Personally
Identifiable informations (PII) (names, dates of birth) in any reporting during the
exercise. In the absence of
, the
Civil Affairs Battalion will instruct its
members to identify individuals by position only. In addition,
will ensure
that any reporting containing US Persons Informations (USPI) is destroyed upon
completion of the exercise.
said this is a very low threat event and said the letter is to put their commander at
Note: Redaction requested by US Military.
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ease with the notion that they will be conducting simulated military operations in the
community. He said they will be in civilian clothing/vehicles for most of the simulation and
noted they will be asking a lot of questions in hopes of getting some training value and use that
training to enhance their capabilities.
VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A MAJORITY CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS MOVED
TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
AYES:
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Wayne F. Abele, Sr. and Maynard M. Taylor
NAYS:
Johnnie W. Carswell
GENERAL SERVICES - RESOLUTION ADOPTING 2019 LOCAL WATER SUPPLY PLAN
Brian Tart, Interim General Services Director, reported the 2019 LWSP (Local Water Supply
Plan) had been approved by the Division of Water Resources. Adoption of the following
resolution is required. The resolution states that the Burke County Board of Commissioners
finds that the Local Water Supply Plan is in accordance with the provisions of North Carolina
General Statute 143-355 (I) and that it will provide appropriate guidance for the future
management of water supplies for Burke County as well as useful information to the
Department of Environmental Quality for their development of a state water supply plan as
required by statute.
RESOLUTION FOR APPROVING 2019 LOCAL WATER SUPPLY PLAN
WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute 143-355 (l) requires that each unit of
local government that provides public water service or that plans to provide
public water service and each large community water system shall, either
individually or together with other units of local government and large
community water systems, prepare and submit a Local Water Supply Plan; and
WHEREAS, as required by the statute and in the interests of sound local
planning, a Local Water Supply Plan for Burke County has been developed and
submitted to the Board of Commissioners for approval; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners finds that the Local Water Supply Plan is
in accordance with the provisions of North Carolina General Statute 143-355 (l)
and that it will provide appropriate guidance for the future management of water
supplies for Burke County, as well as useful information to the Department of
Environmental Quality for the development of a state water supply plan as
required by statute;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Burke
County that the Local Water Supply Plan entitled, 2019 Burke County Local
Water Supply Plan, is hereby approved and shall be submitted to the Department
of Environmental Quality, Division of Water Resources; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners intends that this
plan shall be revised to reflect changes in relevant data and projections at least
once every five years or as otherwise requested by the Department, in
accordance with the statute and sound planning practice.
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Mr. Tart said this will be the first year they have had an approved water supply plan since 2016
and the resolution is required for the plan to be approved.
VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
GENERAL SERVICES - TEMPORARY MULCH SALE PER LOAD AND PER SCOOP
Brian Tart, Interim General Services Director, reported the Burke County Landfill has an
abundance of mulch. Current mulch prices are: Wood Compost - Small Pickup - $10.00/load Standard Pickup - $15.00/load and Wood Compost - Trailers & Large Trucks $25.00 per scoop.
Staff is requesting that the Board of Commissioners consider temporarily changing the mulch
fee schedule to: Wood Compost - $5.00 for any size Pickup - and to $10.00 for all Trailers &
Large Trucks from February 17 - April 30. This proposed price reduction should help with mulch
sales and reduce the mulch stockpile, which has now become a fire hazard. Currently there is
no additional mulch storage areas available for needed grinding. A minimal impact on revenues
is anticipated. Reducing the current stockpile and potential fire hazard is the primary goal.
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions and comments from the Board. Commissioner
Taylor asked what constitutes a large truck in regard to the mulch sale. Mr. Tart said a tandem
truck would be classified as a large truck. Commissioner Taylor asked if there is a sale limit, Mr.
Tart said no.
VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
JCPC - APPOINTMENT OF ADA STEPHANIE RENZELMAN
AJ Coutu, JCPC Administrator, reported this is a request to replace Judge Andrea Plyler with
ADA Stephanie Renzelman on the JCPC, Seat No. 4, for the remainder of a 2-year term ending
June 30, 2022.
VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
PBHM - ORGANIZATIONAL NAME CHANGE & BYLAWS
Dr. Katie Varnadoe, Partners Health Management, reported Partners Behavioral Health
Management has been the County’s mental health service provider for many years, originally
operating as a Local Management Entity (LME), LME / MCO (Managed Care Organization) and
now as a result of “Medicaid Transformation”, they’re operating under the Tailored Plan. As
indicated in the resolution included in the agenda packet, the Board of Directors for Partners
Behavioral Health Management officially changed the name of the organization to Partners
Health Management on June 18, 2020, effective July 1, 2020. The name change reflects the
organization’s desire to recognize an entity that manages for its health plan members, wholeperson integrated health care, covering behavioral, physical, pharmaceutical and any other
health care mater duties, powers and opportunities assigned by the State or presented in the
future to Partners.
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VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
TAX DEPT. - TAX COLLECTION REPORT FOR JANUARY 2021
Danny Isenhour, Tax Administrator, presented the tax collection report for January 2021 as
follows:
Category
Property Tax
Motor Vehicle Tax
Current Year Taxes
Delinquent Taxes
Late List Penalty

Annual Budget
$44,250,000.00
$4,600,000.00
$48,850,000.00
$700,000.00
$300,000.00

Amount Collected
YTD
$42,707,518.83
$3,036,784.22
$45,744,303.05
$563,036.07
$296,854.34

%
Collected
96.51%
66.02%
93.64%
80.43%
98.95%

Balance to Collect
$1,542,481.17
$1,563,215.78
$3,105,696.95
$136,963.93
$3,145.66

The Tax Levy is the total property tax value not including motor vehicles times the tax rate.
This amount changes monthly with the addition of discoveries, other changes, or corrections,
and when Public Utility Values are added, typically during September.
Category
Property Tax

Tax Levy
$45,577,260.00

Amount Collected
YTD
$42,707,518.83

%
Collected
93.71%

Balance to Collect
$2,867,930.77

VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
TAX DEPT. - RELEASE REFUND REPORT FOR JANUARY 2021
Danny Isenhour, Tax Administrator, presented the release refund report for January 2021 as
follows:
Tax System Refunds and Releases
Report
Rebilled
Net
Amount
Amount
Release
Releases (TR-304)
$8,971.96
$201.30 $8,770.68

Refund
Amount
$5,532.46

VTS Refunds Over $100
Refund Amount
VTS Adjustments
$0.00
*Note: The net loss amount is a result of the report amount minus the rebilled amount.
VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
TAX DEPT. - ORDER TO ADVERTISE 2020 DELINQUENT REAL PROPERTY TAXES
Danny Isenhour, Tax Administrator, presented the order to advertise 2020 delinquent real
property taxes as follows:
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Pursuant to N.C.G.S. 105-369, the Tax Collector shall report to the governing
board the total amount of unpaid taxes for the current fiscal year that are liens
on real property.
Category
Property Tax
Motor Vehicle Tax
Current Year Taxes
Delinquent Taxes
Penalty & Interest

Annual
Budget
$44,250,000
$4,600,000
$48,850,000
$700,000
$300,000

Amount Collected
YTD

% Collected

$42,707,518.83
$3,036,784.22
$45,744,303.05
$563,036.07
$296,854.34

96.51%
66.02%
93.64%
80.43%
98.95%

Balance to Collect
$1,542,481.17
$1,563,215.78
$3,105,696.95
$136,963.93
$3,145.66

Under this statute, the Board orders the Tax Collector to advertise these tax liens
on all unpaid real property. Also, a notice must be sent to the owner of record.
This notice shall be sent at least 30 days before the advertisement is to be
published, to the last known address. These notices state that the owner’s name
will be advertised if taxes are not paid in full by Friday, February 26, 2021. The
Tax Office mailed these notices during January 2021 (see sample).
Notices warning of the upcoming lien advertisement is scheduled to be published
in the News Herald on Sunday February 14, February 21, February 28 and March
7, 2021. Those who have not paid real estate property taxes in full by Friday,
February 26, 2021, will be advertised. The lien advertisement will then be
published in the News Herald on Sunday, March 14, 2021.
BURKE COUNTY
NOTICE
2020 UNPAID REAL PROPERTY TAXES
Notice is hereby given that the Burke County Tax Collector will publish the
annual Tax Lien Advertisement of Real Property for 2020 County Taxes, during
the month of March. To avoid advertisement of your real property and avoid
additional cost, you are requested to pay these 2020 taxes and interest no later
than Friday, February 26, 2021.
This Delinquent Tax Notice, that is required to be sent before advertising in the
newspaper, also serves as the Debt Setoff (DSO) Notice for Burke County. The
Debt Setoff Notice is noted on the front of the delinquent notice. The actual Debt
Setoff notice is on the back. This notice gives taxpayers 30 days to pay their
delinquent taxes and avoid Burke County intercepting their North Carolina
Income Tax refund.
Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions and comments from the Board. Commissioner
Taylor asked if this is an effective way to get citizens to pay their taxes before the deadline. Mr.
Isenhour said the general public does not really care anymore if their names are in the paper
and they pay them when they are ready. Commissioner Taylor asked does the County
recuperate the cost of the advertisements from the taxes collected. Mr. Isenhour answered in
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the affirmative and said anyone who has their name advertised has a $5.00 lien advertising fee
which recuperates the costs of the advertisements.
VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
TAX - RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A COUNTY LINE SURVEY (BURKE & MCDOWELL)
Note: Midway through this item, Mr. Isenhour encountered technical difficulties and the Board
moved onto the next item while his technical issues were resolved.
Danny Isenhour, Tax Administrator, presented information regarding the resolution authorizing
a county line survey as follows:
The boundary lines for Burke County are common with Avery, Caldwell, Catawba,
Lincoln, Cleveland, Rutherford, and McDowell Counties. This boundary, although
established and described in the book “The Formation of the North Carolina
Counties 1663-1943” does not have many monuments on the ground
representative of its physical location. The North Carolina Geodetic Survey
(NCGS) was designed and funded by the North Carolina General Assembly to
assist with resurveys of uncertain county boundaries. NCGS will do research
using references like mentioned above, along with legislation establishing county
boundaries, to determine where these boundaries are physically located. The
NCGS will do this research and survey work free of charge to the counties. To
request this work, counties with a common boundary must adopt a “Resolution
Authorizing a County Line Survey”. Locating these boundaries on the ground,
although it may divide a taxpayer’s land is fairer and more equitable to the
taxpayer and counties involved than the old practice of “you take this one, I will
take that one”. Also, General Statute 105-301 states “All taxable real property
…shall be listed in the county in which it is situated”. So, counties should not be
taxing property that is not located within their county boundary.
To begin the process to determine the location of county boundaries, the
following steps must be taken:
·
Identify any uncertain boundaries.
For Burke County this is all boundaries except one straight line between Burke
and McDowell Counties. This line is from Dobson Knob to the intersection of

Shadrick Creek and the Old Run Catawba River. This line was adopted by both
counties in 2002.
·
By statute, the Board of Commissioners must appoint a “Special
Commissioner of Boundaries”. Duties of this person are to supervise; surveying,
marking, mapping and to work with their counterpart from the adjoining county
and the representative of the NCGS.

A resolution was adopted by the Board on December 17, 2002.
appointed Daniel Isenhour to this position.

The Board

Since the original resolution was adopted 18+ years ago, the NCGS recommends
a new resolution be adopted.
·
NCGS will research the line location, report to the special commissioners
for the counties involved, and present a preliminary survey of the line(s).
·
Once the preliminary survey is accepted by the Board of Commissioners
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or authorized person(s), the NCGS will place monuments on the line in the
ground and present a final survey for approval.
·
After the final survey locating the line(s) is prepared, it is to be presented
to the Board of Commissioners in each county for approval by a resolution.
·
Once a resolution is approved, the map of the surveyed line shall be
recorded in the register of deeds in all counties involved and in the North
Carolina Secretary of State Office. The recorded plat must contain references to
reflect the dates the map was ratified along with page in the Board’s minutes
where the resolution can be found.
Management and staff from Burke and McDowell, Counties along with NCGS and
NC Department of Revenue meet by Zoom on December 1, 2020 to discuss the
county line. Both counties agree steps need to be taken to begin this process.
McDowell County adopted their Resolution on January 11, 2021. Once Burke
County adopts a new Resolution, it can be sent to the NCGS to begin the
process. This process will be lengthy and may take 2-3 years to complete. A lot
depends on how many projects are in front of this one. Because the county line
has an intersection point to the north with Avery County and to the south with
Rutherford County, these counties are included in the Resolution.
Note: The boundary with Catawba County was added to the resolution at the
request of the County Manager.
A Resolution Authorizing a County Line Survey
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Geodetic Survey has been designed and funded by
the North Carolina General Assembly to assist with the resurvey of ambiguous or
uncertain county boundaries; and,
WHEREAS, the work can be done at the invitation of the counties involved at no
cost to the county government; and,
WHEREAS, in order to initiate the process, the county should identify the
County’s ambiguous or uncertain boundaries and must appoint a “Special
Commissioner of Boundaries.”
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Burke county Board of Commissioners
that:
1. The Board deems that the Burke County boundary common with McDowell
County, Avery County, and Rutherford County is uncertain.
2. The Board deems that the Burke County boundary common with Catawba
County, Caldwell County, Cleveland County, and Lincoln County is uncertain.
3. The Board hereby appoints Daniel Isenhour, Burke County Tax Administrator,
and his successor(s), as Burke County’s Special Commissioner of Boundaries.
4. The Board of Commissioners request that Burke County’s line be surveyed by
the North Carolina Survey, County Boundary Supervisor.

Chairman Brittain opened the floor for questions and comments from the Board. Commissioner
Taylor asked how often the monument is placed in the boundary line. Mr. Isenhour said based
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on prior conversations, anywhere that crosses a major road or highway and anywhere they feel
it may be needed. Commissioner Carswell asked why it has taken until 2021 to initiate this
process. Mr. Isenhour said the resolution was first done in 2002 and it has been difficult to get
other counties to cooperate or show interest.
VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
WPCC – PRESENTATION OF FINANCIAL DATA FOR THE PERIOD ENDING DEC. 31,
2020
Sandy Hoilman, WPCC Chief Financial Officer, presented an overview of the College’s financial
data for the period ending December 31, 2020.
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Ms. Hoilman reported: (1) WPCC has experienced cost savings from vacancies in both full and
part-time positions as well as utilizing CARES Act funds for items usually purchased with County
money; (2) their expenditures to this point are less than usual due to the addition of CARES Act
funding, a reduction in enrollment, and the reduced capacity on campus; (3) a large amount of
funds that are encumbered have longer lead times due to the COVID-19 pandemic; (4) the roof
replacement for the E building and Patton Hall were completed and both projects were in their
capital budget request from the County last year; (5) they are moving forward with the roof
replacement on Carr Hall; (6) i-wave ionization machines were installed which sanitize the HVAC
evaporator coil and breathing space; and (7) a HVAC unit was installed for Phifer Hall which
also included a dehumidifier system. Ms. Hoilman then reminded the Board of the College’s
request for County support for construction of a new $6 million building for their trades
program, with the County’s requested funding being $1 million over two (2) fiscal years. Ms.
Hoilman then reviewed the funding sources for the Trades building.
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VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
ITEMS FOR DECISION – NONE.
REPORTS
2020 SUMMARY OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS (PLACE HOLDER)
Chairman Brittain said a report on the County's accomplishments for 2020 will be presented at
the regular meeting.
VERBAL ROLL CALL RESULT: BY A UNANIMOUS CONSENSUS, THIS ITEM WAS
MOVED TO THE NEXT MEETING ON FEBRUARY 16, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M.
OTHER DISCUSSION ITEMS
Chairman Brittain reminded the Board that the February 16 regular meeting will take place in
the Board Room. He reminded everyone to please spay/neuter their pets, consider
fostering/adopting a pet from the Animal Services Center, and please pick-up litter.
Commissioner Taylor said he enjoyed seeing people picking up trash on Interstate 40 earlier in
the morning and they were making the area cleaner.
ADJOURN
Motion: To adjourn at 5:13 p.m.
RESULT:
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] BY A VERBAL ROLL CALL VOTE
MOVER:
Maynard M. Taylor, Commissioner
AYES:
Jeffrey C. Brittain, Scott Mulwee, Wayne F. Abele, Sr., Johnnie W. Carswell and
Maynard M. Taylor
Approved this 16th day of March 2021.

Attest:
_______________________________
Kay Honeycutt Draughn, CMC, NCMCC
Clerk to the Board
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